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 ... and Welcome to the Winter edition of Belong, the newsletter of

the Concord-Carlisle Catholic Collaborative. I don’t know about

you, but I’m feeling 2022!  

 

What an impressive Fall our faith community had with so much

activity going on at both Holy Family Parish and Saint Irene! We

had our first annual Celebrate the C's in September, Family

Ministry Faith Nights, Bible and Bagels, Women’s Club Picnic and

Rosary, Trunk or Treat, the Family Christmas Party, the Living

Nativity (with some great animal pics as you will see), and more. 

 

I and so many of us in our faith community are very excited about

what the future holds. We all have hopes and dreams we would

like to see happen in this new year. The good news for us is that

our Faith teaches us that these hopes and dreams are indeed

possible, because with Jesus all things are possible. Let us make

this a year of togetherness, of teamwork, and of hope!

- Fr. Bill Robinson

Happy New Year!
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2nd Annual 

Thank you to all the Kids,

Parents and Volunteers for

helping to make this year's

Live Nativity so wonderful!
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On Sunday, December 5, Fr. Frank Silva

presented Maureen Foley with the St. Irene

Parish Award for Excellence in Christian

Ministry.

Each year a member of the Saint Irene

community is recognized for their long-term

contributions of time and talent in serving

our parish.

Maureen also serves the parish as a Lector, as well as coordinator of the

Saturday Prayer and Faith Group. She is also an active member of the Women’s

Club, Respect Life Ministry and the Dynamic Parish team. 

2021 
Excellence in Ministry Award 

The past two years have been 

extraordinary times, and it has taken an

extraordinary person to support the efforts

to make it possible for people to attend Mass in a safe environment. Maureen

took the leadership role in heading up a team of parishioners who have done the

essential work during the pandemic. Work that included cleaning after each

Mass and ushering.

As the ever humble servant of our Lord, Maureen indicated that she was

accepting the award on behalf of the team of people who helped to keep the

church open for Mass at a time when that was logistically difficult. Thank you,

Maureen, for contributing so much to our parish family. Congratulations! 

Previous recipients of this award are Don Eckelkamp 2009, Ed Sonn 2010,

Ernie A. Carabillo, Jr. 2013, Val Dulac 2014, John Walsh 2015, George Mulgrew

2016, Mary Ellen Bakken 2017, Jim Marchant 2018, Judy Andrews 2019 and

Frank Barre 2020.
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The Apostle James, son of Alphaeus tells us that faith

without acts of kindness and love is basically without

life. Our faith community of the Concord-Carlisle

Catholic Collaborative is alive to great magnitude

throughout the year, with its greatest outpouring of

love each Christmas season. 

Linda Tonies and Becca Yelle make sure the
Giving Tree is trimmed and ready to go.

Throughout the years, the parishioners of Holy Family

and St. Irene have undertaken a variety of projects in

hopes of promoting a joyous holiday season. These

outreach projects have addressed the need of many

people who may not have the resources for themselves or their families that enable

them to share in the happiness of this special time of year.

With substantial interest and support, we have kept alive the great traditions

observed by our faith communities in reaching out to our sisters and brothers in

the true spirit of the Christmas season.

Becca Yelle delivers the donated Gift Cards from the Giving Tree that
were requested by the Council on Aging

From the Giving Tree, to supporting the

amazing work of Catholic ministries like

the St. Vincent de Paul Society and

Lazarus House, to organizations like Open

Table and the Pine Street Inn in Boston;

as well as those programs that seek to

provide kindness to those incarcerated. 

 We achieve something great together

each year for the benefit of others. Thank

you to those who organize, coordinate

and especially to those who give from

their faith and hearts.
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The St. Irene's Women's Club was established in

1946 to give the parish women an opportunity to

meet socially and to work on projects that help

the church, both financially and socially, and

provides for people in need who live in the

communities of our parishioners.

In the Covid 

environment, we sponsored 

outdoor events to provide socialization for 

our members. These events included an outside rosary in May

with music in the Mary grotto, an ice cream social at Kimballs

in July, and an outside pizza party in September. A second

outdoor rosary was held in October and a Zoom meeting to

make Christmas decorations took place in November.

With the lifting of Covid restrictions, we're now comfortable 

The Women's Club will also be sponsoring Soup & Bread suppers

before select Stations of the Cross during Lent.  We are always

welcoming new members, so please get in touch for information

and how you can be a part of this amazing group of women in our

faith community.  WomensClub@CC-Catholic.org

Saint Irene Women's Club Update

starting our traditional inside events in December, a combination of social and fundraising

activities. These events include making boxwood trees for charity and a Christmas party

with a Yankee swap in December. A Potluck dinner in January and a cooking lesson in

February where Father Bill and a guest chef will prepare a dinner. 

Additional plans call for a March meeting with bingo, the hosting of

an Italian night dinner in April, and a Trash to Treasures White

Elephant sale in May. Proceeds from the sale of the boxwood trees,

the Italian dinner, the Trash to Treasures sale, and the sale of

Advent candles by one of our members go to local charities. In the

past, we've given to Lowell Pro-Life, local food pantries and the

Carlisle 3-Church Fund for Needy Families.

Wendy Krugh shows off her
thank you gift of earrlngs for 8

years of service to the 
St. Irene community.



On a most simplistic and easily relatable level, God’s love can be compared to the

difference between a buddy and a true friend. A buddy has no true concern when you

live, think or act in a way that detracts from who you should be. They are content to

let you get away with the really foolish stuff because your friendship isn’t really that

strong. A true friend, when recognizing it; calls you on your foolishness and asks you

to do better. A true friend also supports you in becoming who you should be.

The only way to become the person God wants you to be is to stay focused on God

as Jesus. Jesus, the true friend who wants you to live the full potential the Father has

given you.  This full potential can only be learned of and achieved with the help and

love of the truest of friends. 

I get caught up in thinking about God in a way I cannot accurately grasp to any

extent. Many of us attempt and even strive to grow closer to and to accurately

understand a Being who is Omnipotent (unlimited in power), Omniscient (all-knowing)

and Omnipresent (everywhere all of the time). Don’t get me wrong. We are supposed

to, should want to and need to do this. Pursuing the Creator out of a sense of awe

and wonder is critical to growing our faith. 

Many times, I have rowed out to the deep unfamiliar waters of faith only to find just

how poorly prepared I was when my foot sank through the surface. This experience

of thinking I know something, to only find out I know nothing is the result of spending

too much time seeking what I am not going to understand and taking Jesus for

granted. At the same time however, it is also a beautiful aspect of increasing faith

that is not only humbling but has been necessary in that it points me back to the

true friend I can understand, Jesus.

The effort to form my faith more has benefited from keeping a simple truth in mind.

This truth being that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Jesus, and that Jesus is the one

who reveals the Father to us. If we want to know what the Father is like, we need to

know what Jesus is like. If we want to know how the Father cares for people, we 

Gifts Everyone Can Use
by Kevin Donnelly
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need to look at how Jesus ministered to them. If we want to know the Father's will for

our lives, we can listen to Jesus' words and know they reveal the Father's truth. Christ

revealed the nature of the Father in his actions and his words. And, He continues to

reveal the Father to us. Jesus is the one through whom the fullest revelation of the

Father comes.

So don’t try to spend more time seeking what you cannot accurately grasp, but rather

proactively spend more time with Christ. God as Jesus is who we can fully understand,

know and be like. This is what the Father intended. But just like with anyone, the only

way to really know Jesus is to spend a lot of time with Him. The key to building a

foundation from which to grow a strong and ever evolving relationship with Him is

daily prayer, attending Mass each Sunday, receiving the Eucharist and the sacrament

of Reconciliation at times when you realize you are truly contrite of heart for your sins.

These four critical and necessary aspects of an intentional Catholic life allow us to be

open to not only considering the Spirit of Christ in our day-to-day tasks and activities,

but they open us up to receiving and understanding the gifts Christ freely shares with

us so we can model our lives based on His. The more we account for and strive to

reflect these gifts in our own lives, the deeper we come to know the Son, and that is

where revelation of the Father is possible.

These gifts are traits that Jesus Christ possessed in human form, that members of his

mystical body (i.e., His Church) can possess as well. These traits are infused into every

Christian at their baptism, they are nurtured by the practice of them, and sealed in the

sacrament of confirmation. They are also known as the sanctifying gifts of the Spirit,

because when nurturing them is a priority in one’s life, they serve the purpose of

rendering their recipients completely open to the promptings of the Spirit. This in turn

helps us to grow in holiness, because the gifts of the Holy Spirit are supernatural help

in becoming fit for heaven. 

Click Here to Finish Reading Article
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https://www.cc-dynamicparish.com/sevengifts


"The greatest threat to

your happiness and

wholeness, is your

unrecognized spiritual

needs."

- Matthew Kelly

Get your free copy of the
book at Holy Family Parish

and St. Irene Church



Recommended Winter Reading

Click Covers
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https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/how-to-make-great-decisions/HMGD.html
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/the-mindful-catholic/MCAT.html
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/your-god-is-too-boring/YGTB.html
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/21-undeniable-secrets-of-marriage/21SM.html
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/a-quiet-place/QPLA.html
https://ascensionpress.com/collections/collection-book/products/broken-and-blessed-an-invitation-to-my-generation
https://www.avemariapress.com/products/why-i-am-catholic-and-you-should-be-too-paperback
https://bookstore.wordonfire.org/collections/books/products/return
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/rediscover-lent/RLEN.html
https://bookstore.wordonfire.org/products/food-for-the-soul?_pos=1&_sid=653e608fc&_ss=r


Together we make a difference
for those most in need in our

community.

Donate Volunteer

https://cc-catholic.org/saint-vincent-de-paul-society
https://holyfamilyconcord.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/SocietyofStVincentdePaul


It is not good to eat too much honey, nor to
seek for glory on top of glory. An open town,

and without defenses is like anyone who
lacks self-control. 

                                      – Proverbs 25:27-28

Rout Them 

We are drawn away from Christ by certain things and people. Money, pride,

jealousy, hate, worries, material possessions, addiction, toxic relationships, and

an almost countless number of other line items. Each one can easily lead us to

sin. Whether venial or mortal, sin is sin.  We have the ability to control how we

let these things and experiences affect our lives and closeness to God. It is up

to us whether they occupy our time and priorities to a limited extent, all of the

time or not at all. When the forces that want these things to take us away from

Christ attack, we stand no chance unless we have fortifications through Him.

Like an ancient city without walls, or with a breach in its defenses; we too are

susceptible to attack at any given time. Sins are the aftermath of attacks

through these breaches, and a lack of attention to forming faith and working to

always grow closer to Christ are what keep repairs to our defenses from being

made. 

While this susceptibility to sin at any time and on a continual basis is a result of

the free will God gives us, there is an absolutely astounding sign of God’s love

for us when we see it from the correct perspective. When it comes to sin, we

each have our own unique set of them.  There are the occasional non-recurring

or rare outliers that do not fall under the bell curve, but almost the entirety of

our shame comes from committing the same sins over and over. 

When we go to prayer and ask for forgiveness, or when receiving the

Sacrament of Reconciliation; it’s always the same sins. Why is this a sign of the

Father’s love?

Click Here to Read More

at the Breach
by Kevin Donnelly
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https://www.cc-dynamicparish.com/thebreach


INTO THE BREACH

The enemy surrounds us, and we shall perish unless we

fight.  If we really fight, we are given assurance of victory.

Step

- St. Francis de Sales

PLAY TRAILER

https://www.kofc.org/en/campaigns/into-the-breach.html


The St. Bernard’s Catholic Church at 12

Monument Square in Concord was

originally built in 1842 by the First

Universalist Society in Concord. The

small congregation encountered financial

difficulties and ended its services in the

early 1850s. The Catholic Archdiocese of

Boston purchased it in December 1863.

Catholics in Concord now had a parish to

call their own. At the time, the church

was still in its original location, separated

from the common by the “old green

store.” In 1870, the parish purchased the

store in order to move the church

forward towards the common. The

church was also turned ninety degrees

to face southwest toward the foot of

Main Street and enlarged with a

basement that extended to the rear to

accommodate a new vestibule and

sanctuary.

158 Years Strong Renovations in 1889, designed in the

Italianate style by local architect John

Chapman, added a steeple and again

enlarged the church. Changes were made

to the front facade and new front stairs

were added in 1959-1960, but another

major renovation in 1996-1997 restored

the church as much as possible to its late

nineteenth-century appearance.

In 2004 the parish merged with Our Lady

of Help in West concord and Holy Family

Parish was born, based at St. Bernard.



Decline. Scandals. Confusion.

Herein lies the noise which currently undergirds the Catholic Church in the eyes of

our current Western culture. We certainly have problems. But all these problems (and

many more) are merely the outward symptoms of a much deeper issue. The deeper

issue is found in having too many self-identified Catholics who have accepted false

gods in place of Jesus. These Gods can wear many faces and the world knows them

well. Power. Greed. Lust. Pride. Etc.

In large part, this lack of faith in Jesus is due to a passive Catholic culture which soft-

sells Catholicism and discipleship. Too often our doctrines, practices, disciplines, and

radical worldview have been given a feeling that it just doesn't matter all that much,

in the big picture. In many ways, we have offered a "light" form of discipleship that is

more palatable and acceptable to the masses. Since a true discipleship (the life each

Catholic is meant to live while following Jesus) is a call to live a radical life in the

eyes of secular culture, we have (in many ways) made it more user-friendly, by

undercutting the tougher parts of our faith. In other words, letting Jesus be Lord of

only those parts of our lives we are comfortable with him being in charge of.

The problem is - it doesn't work. Christianity is meant to be difficult, radical, and

extraordinary. Jesus wants to be Lord of every part of our lives, not just the easy

parts. If you want to turn the tide, then start with Jesus.

START WITH JESUS

It needs to be stated plainly - Jesus didn't become human, suffer, die, and rise again

so that: We can be comfortable, We can have stuff, We can avoid suffering and pain

or that We can merely find happiness and fulfillment. Now, some of these may be

result as consequences of discipleship (though not all of them). However, none are at

the heart of why he dwelt among us in human form.

This article was authored by Marcel LeJeune, President and Founder of Catholic Missionary Disciples. It was originally
published at the following link and is used with permission. http://www.catholicmissionarydisciples.com/blog

 
 Passive Catholic Discipleship 

(a Recipe for Failure)
 

Continue Reading Here15

https://catholicmissionarydisciples.com/blog-1
https://www.cc-dynamicparish.com/passive


The End


