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Greetings! …my fellow parishioners of the Concord-Carlisle 

Catholic Community!  With Easter week upon us and what is prayerfully the 

half-way point in the fourth quarter of the pandemic, it is high time we had 

the Spring Edition of Belong, the messenger of our Catholic Collaborative 

sprung upon us.

Having just experienced Holy Week at both Holy Family and Saint Irene 

Parishes, I and so many others are excited for what the future holds for our 

community. Over the next couple of months as ministries and programs 

wind down for the summer, let each of us take stock of where we are in 

our faith and where we believe we stand as a community of Catholics who 

have had to face and adjust to significant changes over the past year. 

Some good and some not so.

Considering you are reading this I assume you are probably someone who 

has at least maintained your level of faith formation during what where 

days of stark uncertainty that transcended into knowing what the situation 

is and what it takes to function at a reasonable level in both your faith 

and secular lives during a time such as this. Maybe you spent the last 

year stepping up your effort to better understand your Catholic faith and 

to more firmly establish and grow your friendship with Christ. Or maybe 

you did neither of these but find yourself reading this greeting anyways. If 

you are one of these three, then you are going to do something great. You 

are going to help make our Parishes the kind of places that will become 

more than places of worship, but the centers of an even more vibrant faith 

community that will become a gift of light to us all.

So let us pray, that we all find the time each day this spring and summer to 

grow closer to Jesus and to know, if we already do not; what it is He wants 

us to do to serve His Church when the colors of Fall begin to set in. Amen 

  Yours in Christ 

  Kevin Donnelly, Editor
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	 Who	is	the	most	influential	person	
the world has ever known? A pop music 
star? A Hollywood icon? Another enter-
tainer? Perhaps an educator, philosopher, 
or inventor? A political candidate or other 
occasional menace to society? Indeed, none 
of these .

 If you open a world history text-
book used in many educational institu-
tions around the globe, perhaps speaking 
particularly about the United States, the 
role of Christianity broadly, let alone 
of	Jesus	specifically,	is	muted.	Coverage	
of the redeemer of the world occupies 
perhaps a page and a half (and the half 
page is very well occupied by a depiction 
of Jesus as an airbrushed, blow-dried, 
self-help sage of a hippie that barely a 
puff	of	ivory	tower-flung	hubris	may	send	
hurtling as a caricature into the outer 
reaches of revisionist history) .

 In actuality, Christ is frequently not 
permitted to be discussed at length even as 
a	historical	figure,	let	alone	as	the	savior	of	
humanity . Yet, Christianity is the only faith 
tradition in which God became man, step-
ping down to our level in order to occupy 
our time and our space, and to give us a 
law not spread by the sabre, the cannon-
ball, the guillotine, or the nuclear warhead 
(recalling that he who lives by the sword dies by the 
sword), but by love, bringing about the peace 
that the world cannot give (cf . John 14:27) 
while bearing in mind the ultimate scope of 
the law: “If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments” (John 14:15) . No matter 
one’s faith, in the midst of Jesus’ key teach-
ings, there are multiple phrases that he said 
first,	and	that	are	now	part	of	our	everyday	
lexicon throughout humanity . As Christians 
endeavor to bring Christ into the world, 
let us ensure that we do our part to remind 
others	that	Jesus	gave	us	these	teachings	first	
– but we cannot merely spout them; rather, 
we must practice what we preach as well .

“Turn the other cheek” - “You have 
heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye 
and a tooth for a tooth .’ But I say to you, 
offer	no	resistance	to	one	who	is	evil.	
When someone strikes you on your right 
cheek, turn the other one to him as well .” 
(Matthew 5:38-39; cf . Luke 6:29)

“Go the extra mile” - “If anyone wants to 
go to law with you over your tunic, hand 
him your cloak as well . Should anyone 
press you into service for one mile, go with 
him for two miles . Give to the one who asks 
of you, and do not turn your back on one 
who wants to borrow .” (Matthew 5:40-42)

“Judge not, lest you be judged” - “Stop 
judging, that you may not be judged . For 
as you judge, so will you be judged, and the 
measure with which you measure will be 
measured out to you .” (Matthew 7:1-2; cf . 
Luke 6:37)

“Do unto others as you would have them 
do unto you” - “Do to others whatever you 
would have them do to you .” (Matthew 
7:12; cf . Luke 6:31)

Jesus Said it First
By Justin McClain
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“The straight and narrow” - “Enter through 
the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the 
road broad that leads to destruction, and 
those who enter through it are many . How 
narrow the gate and constricted the road 
that	leads	to	life.	And	those	who	find	it	are	
few .” (Matthew 7:13-14) 

“Wolf in sheep’s clothing” - “Beware of 
false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but underneath are ravenous 
wolves .” (Matthew 7:15)

“The blind leading the blind” - “Let them 
alone; they are blind guides of the blind . If a 
blind person leads a blind person, both will 
fall into a pit .” (Matthew 15:14; cf . Luke 6:39) 

“A sign of the times” - “The Pharisees and 
Sadducees came and, to test him, asked 
him to show them a sign from heaven . He 
said to them in reply, ‘In the evening you 
say, ‘Tomorrow will be fair, for the sky is 
red’; and, in the morning, ‘Today will be 
stormy, for the sky is red and threatening .’’ 
You know how to judge the appearance of 
the sky, but you cannot judge the signs of 
the times . An evil and unfaithful generation 
seeks a sign, but no sign will be given it, 
except the sign of Jonah .” (Matthew 16:1-4; 
cf . Luke 12:54-56)

“Practice what you preach” - “Then Jesus 
spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, 
saying, ‘The scribes and the Pharisees have 
taken their seat on the chair of Moses . 
Therefore, do and observe all things what-
soever they tell you, but do not follow their 
example . For they preach, but they do not 
practice .” (Matthew 23:2-3) 

“He who lives by the sword dies by the 
sword” - “Then, stepping forward, they laid 

hands on Jesus and arrested him . And behold, 
one of those who accompanied Jesus put his 
hand to his sword, drew it, and struck the 
high	priest’s	servant,	cutting	off	his	ear.	Then	
Jesus said to him, ‘Put your sword back into its 
sheath, for all who take the sword will perish 
by the sword . Do you think that I cannot call 
upon my Father and he will not provide me at 
this moment with more than twelve legions of 
angels?” (Matthew 26:50-53) 

“You can do whatever you want. Just 
have a good time and ignore my teach-
ings!” - Of course, Jesus did not say this, 
despite the world’s claims . However, he did 
give us some demanding teachings, such 
as Luke 9:23, Luke 9:62, John 14:6, and 
John 14:15, really demanding teachings, 
such as Matthew 5:43-48, and many others . 
However, fortunately, he also reminds us 
of some enduring ultimatums: Matthew 
11:28-30 and Matthew 28:20 .

 There are a total of 17 phrases in the 
conical gospels that Jesus is credited with 
saying	first.		I	have	presented	ten	of	them,	
yet not the one most people credit Lincoln 
with and not the 18th one, which is found 
in Acts of the Apostles and attested to by 
Saint Paul as having been spoken by Christ . 
I	pray	you	find	the	time	as	you	grow	your	
faith to reread, within the Book; these 
passages	I’ve	included	and	to	find	the	other	
common place phrases that Christ gave to 
the world . 

 To read some of Justin’s other writings 
click here .  

 He has also authored several excellent 
books which are available here .

https://www.ncregister.com/author/justin-mcclain
https://www.avemariapress.com/authors/justin-mcclain
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 Mother Teresa once said, 
“None of us, including me, ever 
do great things .  But we can all 
do small things, with great love, 
and together we can do something 
wonderful .”  And that saying 
certainly	reflects	talents	“working	
together” when members of the 
Women’s Club and members of the 
St . Irene’s Players worked together 
to create a fun evening for the 
January meeting of the Women’s 
Club which featured the “acting 
talent” of Fr . Tom .

 During the pandemic, the 
30+ members of the Women’s 
Club have continued to hold 
their monthly “meetings” with 
Zoom (through the tech talents of 
member Linda Tonies) . (In fact, 
Fr . Bill loves being a part of the 
group as well .)

 Looking for a topic for its 
January meeting, members reached 
out to the St . Irene Players to 
see whether they could show one 
of its recorded productions, 

featuring the “star of the show” 
– Fr . Tom . Rather than choose 
just one show, Jean Dulac and 
Mike Symonds spent many hours 
working together to produce a 
DVD entitled “Fr . Tom’s Greatest 
Hits” which featured some of his 
most memorable “bits” (among 
many others, the “Who’s on First” 
sketch with Mike Symonds in the 
1999 show “Radio Daze” and the 
“I am your father!” response to 
a question when Fr . Tom played 
“Dark Fader” in the 2015 show 
“Star Wreck”) . The DVD was 
played at the January 21 meeting, 
with Fr . Tom Zoom’d in from 
Regina Cleri . Fr . Bill, who was 
seeing these theatrical events for 
the	first	time,	said	“Fr.	Tom	should	
get an Oscar!”

 Many talents worked together 
to bring a moment of lightness and 
laughter when it was most needed 
this past winter . Fr . Tom’s “bits” 
made us laugh; Linda Tonies’ tech 
skills let us be entertained through 

Zoom; and 95-year-old Jean-Paul 
Dulac (aka the “Video Wizard” 
of St . Irene) spent hours putting 
together “Fr . Tom’s Greatest Hits .” 
Yes—Jean Dulac celebrated his 95th 
birthday on January 25 .

 Mother Teresa also said, 
“Let us always meet each other 
with a smile, for the smile is the 
beginning of love .” One of the 
greatest attributes of St . Irene 
parishioners is their smiles . Thank 
you to all who used their talents to 
make us smile!  

 While the pandemic has been 
a time apart from each other, the 
spirit to keep moving ahead as a 
community of faith and support 
has shown through across our 
collaborative with ministries 
and groups at both parishes and 
combined, continuing to build 
upon	where	we	really	never	left	off.

 If you would like to join the 
Women’s	Club	or	just	find	out	more	
information, email Jan Brown at 
skipperbrown40@gmail .com .
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 Once we begin practicing the habit of daily prayer, 
we discover God and ourselves in a whole new way. The 
spiritual life is a summons to know and experience God, but 
it is also a summons to know and experience ourselves in 
new and more meaningful ways. Both are necessary for the 
soul to soar.

 The fruits of self-knowledge include freedom from the 
world’s image of who you are (and who you should be) and 
an unquenchable compassion for others. The more I get to 
know myself the more I am able to accept and love others. 
Self-knowledge breeds the ultimate form of compassion; a 
compassion that is born from an intimate understanding of 
my own brokenness. Knowledge of our own limitations also 
deflates false pride and egotism. Genuine self-knowledge is 
humbling, but not humiliating.

 The fruits and benefits of prayer are endless. One of the 
most practical benefits is personal clarity: knowing who you 
are, what you are here for, what matters most, and what 
matters least.

 Who am I? What am I here for? What matters most? 
What matters least? These are four of life’s most important 
questions, and we naturally begin to grapple with them in 
prayer. These are complex and multi-faceted questions. We 
never arrive at complete answers to them. We never answer 
them once and for all. The answers emerge and evolve over 
time, and often change with the seasons of our lives. What’s 
important is that we gain enough of an answer to live today 
with passion and purpose.

 It is like looking through a morning fog— standing in the 
harbor in the morning and watching the fog lift. It happens 
slowly, ever so gradually, but over time we can see more and 
more clearly. Then the next morning we return to the same 
place at the harbor shore. Some days the fog has returned. It 
may be foggier than ever before. Other days the fog has lifted 
and the sky is clear. But even on the foggiest days, because 
we have stood on the harbor shore day after day for years, we 
have a sense of what is in the harbor and what is on the other 
side. Even though we cannot see through the fog, we know 

what we will see when it lifts. Of course, it 
takes time to develop this sense.

 Our desire for clarity leads us naturally 
to ask: How do I get it? What conditions 
help to bring about this personal clarity? 
What conditions prevent it from emerging? 
Clarity emerges from silence. This is the answer to all three 
questions at the most basic level. You get clarity by spending 
time in silence. Quiet places help to bring it about. And noise 
prevents it from emerging. 

 We know this instinctively. When we need to concentrate 
on something, we tend to seek out a quiet place or create 
one where we are. Loud music and the television blasting 
tend not to be helpful in trying to concentrate on a math 
problem, writing a paper, assessing your personal finances, 
or putting your child’s new bicycle together. When we need 
to concentrate and focus our effort, a quiet environment is 
usually more productive than a noisy one; we are less likely 
to make mistakes and usually complete the task faster.

 And yet, it is sometimes the silence that we most fear, 
perhaps because in the silence the Holy Spirit always 
presents two visions to us. The first is a vision of the person 
we are today, and the second is of the person we are 
capable of becoming. Without a word spoken, these two 
visions challenge and encourage us to change.

 There are times in our lives when we are open to change, 
times when we yearn for it. There are other times when we are 
closed off to it. This is one of the most basic reasons for our 
inconsistency in prayer. But consistency in prayer is essential to 
developing an ever-deepening sense of personal clarity. 

 If you want to know who you are and what on earth 
you are on earth for, the daily habit of prayer is essential. 
God teaches all his saints and prophets in the classroom of 
silence. There is a shortage of silence and quiet places in 
society today. There is also a shortage of personal clarity and 
these two observations are connected. 

Click here to access the rest of the  
Prayer Tools Study Guide

PERSONAL CLARITY 
by Matthew Kelly – from the Prayer Tools Study Guide

https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/prayer-tools-bonus-content/prayer-tools-bonus-content.html
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 There are more than a few Bible in a Year 
programs and podcasts out there. There are 
even enough based in Catholic doctrine to 
provide you with a somewhat expansive choice 
of which one to embrace. However, Ascension 
Press’s Bible in a Year podcast with Fr. Mike 
Schmitz is the best one I have every listened to, 
or more aptly in my appreciation of it; felt like I 
am a part of. To be completely honest it’s the 
only podcast I have ever listened to and Bible in 
a Year program I have ever participated in. That 
doesn’t matter though, because I’m biased 
anyways. I’ve been following Fr. Mike and other 
contributors from Ascension Press for over a 
year and enjoy all of them.  

 When this daily podcast began on January 
1 of this year, it was ranked number one on 
the apple podcasts charts. Since then, it 
has slowly moved a little down the charts 
to a steady 12th position as of March 24. 
This is not surprising and I will just reference 
Matthew 13:1-23 (click to read) as my 
determination for why it is not still ranked 
number one.

 What makes Fr. Mike perfect for bringing 
people through the Book of Life with one 
18 to 24 minute segments each day over 
twelve months via a podcast, is that he has 
a college campus personality. That makes 
sense considering he is the Chaplain at 
the Newman Center on the campus of the 
University of Minnesota Duluth. And people 
from Minnesota, which is where he was raised; 
are considered to be the friendliest folk in the 
nation. It also helps that he gives a friendly 
laugh while talking a few times each episode 
for no apparent reason. Probably stems from 
needed to make people feel comfortable in his 
day to day.  

 When you are not a biblical scholar, you 
need to be led by someone with a very 
friendly, reservedly excited and generally good 
guy personality to make it through what could 
otherwise easily be discouraging reading in 
the Old Testament early on. Discouraging 
because is can become really boring and 
repetitive in the early books of the bible 
like Genesis, Exodus, and Leviticus. The 
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Review by Kevin Donnelly

https://www.cc-dynamicparish.com/matthew-13
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story unfolding is absolutely incredible, but 
appreciating God’s approach that inspired the 
writing at times can be slightly daunting. There 
is a lot of misery and discontent by His People 
Israel that could transcend to the reader 
without the kind and positive reinforcing 
guidance of someone like Fr. Mike.

 Unlike other Bible podcasts that just go 
straight through cover to cover, Bible in a Year 
follows a reading plan inspired by The Great 
Adventure Bible Timeline, a ground-breaking 
approach to understanding salvation history 
developed by renowned Catholic Bible scholar 
Jeff Cavins. For each period in the timeline, 
Jeff joins Fr. Mike for a special episode that 
will help you better understand the context of 
each reading.

 With this podcast, you won’t just read the 
Bible in a year… you’ll understand how all 
the pieces of the Bible fit together to tell an 
amazing story that continues in your life today!

 So, if you are just now learning about the 
Bible in a Year podcast or previously decided 
not to participate, then I urge you to just take 
that single step of making it a part of each day 
for the rest of this year. We are not even 90 
days in of 365, and it’s the Bible, so it’s never 
too late to join in. We are going to have our 
first dip into the New Testament starting with 
the Gospel of John on April 9.  

 I like to read the passages prior to 
listening, and then either read along with the 
podcast or just listen to what I have become 
familiar with earlier that day. Fr. Mike’s 
reflection on the passages are always well 
presented and insightful.  

 If you can only reasonably commit to 
reading along and listening, then by all 
means, you will gain tremendous benefit from 
doing so. If just listening while driving to or 
from work, school or while running errands 
each day is what you can give to being a part 
of this faith building experience, then do it. 
It is worth it. It is available on platforms you 
may already use such as apple podcasts or 
Spotify. There is also a Bible in a Year app 
you can easily download.

 The biggest benefit that I am receiving 
thus far from this experience is a series of 
mini revelations thanks to the reflections 
after the passage readings. While these 
mini-faith-based mind bombs are not by 
any means everyday occurrences, the ten 
or so I have had, have joined my body of 
knowledge for the growth and evolvement 
of my Catholic faith. All of which are 
based in Fr. Mike’s reflections from the Old 
Testament, so I know I’m going to have 
some serious “Whoah!” moments when 
we start dipping into the New Testament in 
early April; and Jesus and his disciples are 
speaking, healing and starting trouble.

 I hope you are already a part of this 
amazing podcast we are enjoying together or 
will be joining us for the first time today. I’m 
going to pray on that.

Just click here to join in for Apple Podcasts

Here to join in using Spotify

Click Here for the Daily Reading Plan

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-bible-in-a-year-with-fr-mike-schmitz/id1539568321
https://open.spotify.com/show/4Pppt42NPK2XzKwNIoW7BR
https://www.cc-dynamicparish.com/reading-plan
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“The Chosen has taken 

over The Passion of the 

Christ as the greatest 

Christian entertainment I 

have ever seen”  

Carolyn, 27 yrs old

Amazing doesn’t 

describe in a positive 

enough manner how 

good The Chosen is.”  

Kevin, 44 yrs old

 Millions of people, including 

me; consider Season one of The 

Chosen to be the single best 

cinematographical depiction of 

Jesus Christ and the gospels 

ever made. It is that good! It is 

so worth watching, that I want 

to convince you to make it the 

next series you will provide your 

full attention to.

 One of the key elements that 

makes The Chosen unique is 

that a major focus of season one 

and what I am guessing will be 

a continuation throughout future 

seasons; is that the lives and 

back story of Christ’s disciples 

portrayed in this work are 

developed to varying degrees to 

provide them with character traits 

both likable and not; as well as 

known and left to the director’s 

creative license. For example, 

we know that Peter (Simon) 

was married, but scripture 

says nothing about her. We are 

provided through the genius of 

The Chosen with Eden, a wife 

that is everything you could 

hope for as the foundation for 

supporting the calling of Christ to 

her morally struggling husband.

 The idea the series developed 

from is connecting the viewer 

to Jesus through the eyes of 

those who He brought into his 

inner circle during His ministry 

in tangible human form among 

us. By being quickly given a 

sense of the basic disposition 

of the people who join with and 

conspire against Jesus’ work, 

you are able to quickly find 

intrigue with not only what you 

are witnessing on the screen, 

but intrigue born from a sense 

of anticipation. An excitement 

knowing that there will be a 

multitude of scenes during 

season 1 and beyond that are 

going to have an effect on your 

mind and heart for seeing your 

faith and friendship with the Lord 

in a new and energized way.

 I teared up, a little; and 

still get a flutter in my soul 

when I watch the healing of 

Mary Magdalene in episode 

Review by Kevin Donnelly
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1. I laughed and reflected 

upon Jesus’ ability to connect 

with the inquisitive nature of 

children in episode 3, and 

how that relates to our need 

as adults to maintain a sense 

of wonderment for learning 

about and from our Savior. The 

wedding in Cana and Christ’ 

first public miracle in episode 

5, Matthew’s interactions with 

the narcissistic Roman Praetor 

Quintus in several episodes, 

as well as the biblically famous 

meeting between Jesus and 

Nicodemus and the initial 

confrontation with the pharisees 

at the healing of the paralyzed 

man all lend themselves 

magnificently to remind us that 

we need to place ourselves as 

witnesses to these events in 

order to gain a true appreciation 

for them and who Christ is and 

how He worked and continues 

to do so. The Chosen provides 

you with a uniquely relatable 

experience to occupy these 

happenings. Each of the eight 

episodes of season one come 

through with a consistent and 

lovingly powerful presentation 

that incorporates situational 

complexity, humility, and 

humanity.

 The Chosen is a dream 

project for director Dallas 

Jenkins. Those familiar with 

the Christian movie genre will 

recognize him as the son of 

Jerry B. Jenkins of Left Behind 

fame. Dallas Jenkins is an 

accomplished filmmaker on his 

own. He has a long career in the 

movie industry. His movie The 

Resurrection of Gavin Stone is 

excellent in the Christian genre. 

Yet, The Chosen is the project 

he always wanted to make. It 

is a very ambitious one. The 

Chosen is meant to be a multi-

season series about the life of 

Jesus. As far as I know, there 

has never been a similar series.

 The actor who plays Jesus, 

Johnathan Roumie; captures 

the love, tenderness, and 

accessibility of Jesus in a way 

that I have never seen. He is 

serious and intensely focused 

on doing the work of the Father.  

He is also warm and gently 

teasing. His eyes are filled with 

amusement and love for the 

Father’s creations.

 When you get to episode 

8 at the end of season one, 

you will be chomping at the 

bit for season 2 as you watch 

Jesus and his disciples (some 

of them future Apostles) walk 

down to Schechem right after 

Jesus met the Samaritan 

woman at the well.  

 So, with that being said, 

our Catholic Collaborative’s 

Dynamic Parish team; made up 

of parishioners from both Holy 

Family and Saint Irene Parishes 

have created a program we 

hope you will utilize as you 

enjoy and reflect upon season 1.  

It provides scripture references 

for each episode, questions to 

keep in mind during and after 

viewing, as well as quotes from 

the episodes, cultural tidbits 

and opportunities to share your 

own questions or comments.

 One thing to keep in mind 

after experiencing season 1, is 

that The Chosen is not being 

created using a big studio 

budget. The series is free and 

requires fundraising to make 

future seasons possible. So, if 

you love it, and you will; please 

pay it forward by purchasing 

Season one on DVD or digitally.

Watch Season 1 of  
The Chosen Here

http://www.cc-dynamicparish.com/the-chosen
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St. Joseph And His World 
By Mike Aquilina

“There are few subjects so 
challenging” to authors as St. Joseph. 
So says scholar Scott Hahn in his 
foreword to this book. Yet the pages 
that follow give not merely glimpses, 
but vistas, of St. Joseph’s world. Hahn 
continues: “You’ll learn about Nazareth — and how it was 
created almost ex nihilo shortly before Joseph’s birth. 
You’ll learn about religious practice and education in that 
place and time. You’ll travel to Egypt and encounter the 
fascinating settlements of Jews in that land. You’ll also 
find out how a carpenter worked in those days: what 
tools he used, what items he crafted, where he got his 
training, and how he got to and from his job sites.” This 
book provides an imaginative entry into one of the most 
important lives in all of history — a life too often obscured 
by later legends

Praying a Christ-Centered Rosary 
By James L. Papandrea

The Rosary is one of the most 
recognizable of all Catholic devotions, 
yet many who love the Rosary 
have yet to discover the profound 
truths contained in its mysteries. In 
Praying a Christ-Centered Rosary, 
popular author and teacher James 
L. Papandrea brings together the 

devotional heart and the curious mind helping readers 
tap into the Church’s rich heritage of theological 
reflection to ponder the mysteries of Christ hidden 
within the Rosary. With these meditations…click here 
to read more.

Ask Him 
By Jane Trufant Harvey

This book will change your life, if you let it. How can I be 
so sure? It changed my life--and I have recommended 
it to so many other people who have also had their lives 
transformed by it. During one of the most difficult times 
in my life I discovered Jane Trufant Harvey and this book, 

Ask Him. It has never been far from 
me since. One of the most difficult 
things in this life is to learn how to 
speak to God as a friend. There is 
genius in these pages, because with 
each page, Jane prompts us to have a 
conversation with God. Who is guiding 
your life? How is it going? Is it time for 
a change? Are you ready to allow God to guide you in all 
things? Allow God to surprise you, to sweep you away, 
to show you what it means to be deliriously happy, to 
teach you to dance for joy. Until we do, I am not sure we 
have really lived at all. To live this life and not to explore 
the spiritual life deeply would be a tragedy. Ask Him! 
-Matthew Kelly Click Here to Buy Book

The Fourth Cup 
By Scott Hahn 

A brilliant book, that is part memoir, 
part detective story, and part biblical 
study, Scott Hahn’s The Fourth Cup 
opens up new vistas on ancient 
landscapes while shedding light 
on his own enduring faith journey. 
Simultaneously a prequel and a continuing of The 
Lamb’s Supper, this book not only tracks the author’s 
gradual conversion along the path of Evangelicalism to 
the doorsteps of the Catholic faith, but also explores the 
often obscure and misunderstood rituals of Passover 
and their importance in foreshadowing salvation in Jesus 
Christ. Rooted in Scripture and ingrained with lively 
history, The Fourth Cup delivers a fascinating view of the 
bridges that span old and new covenants and celebrates 
the importance of the Jewish faith in understanding more 
fully Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. 

Saint Mary Magdalene 
By Fr. Sean Davidson 

Adoration is love, and eucharistic 
adoration is love of Christ present 
in the Blessed Sacrament.  In the 
Gospels there are few people who 
understand love for Jesus as well 

Recommended Reading

https://www.avemariapress.com/products/praying-a-christ-centered-rosary
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/ask-him/AHIM-157-HC-ENG.html
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as Mary Magdalene, which is the reason she is a 
prophetess of eucharistic love.

This work is an extended meditation of the life of 
Saint Mary Magdalene, known as the “Apostle of the 
Apostles” because the Risen Christ appeared to her 
first and then sent her to announce the Resurrection 
to the apostles. Based in the biblical texts traditionally 
associated with Mary Magdalene, this book helps 
readers to learn from her inspiring example and to 
enter more deeply into adoration of Jesus Christ truly 
present in the Blessed Sacrament. In telling the story 
of Mary Magdalene’s profound conversion after the 
Lord… click here to read more.

The Power of Silence 
By Robert Cardinal Sarah

In a time when technology 
penetrates our lives in so many 
ways and materialism exerts such a 
powerful influence over us, Cardinal 
Robert Sarah presents a bold 
book about the strength of silence. 
The modern world generates so 
much noise, he says, that seeking 
moments of silence has become 

both harder and more necessary than ever before.

Silence is the indispensable doorway to the divine, 
explains the cardinal in this profound conversation 
with Nicolas Diat. Within the hushed and hallowed 
walls of the La Grande Chartreux, the famous 
Carthusian monastery in the French Alps, Cardinal 
Sarah addresses the following questions: Can those 
who do not know silence ever attain truth, beauty, 
or love? Do not wisdom, artistic vision, and devotion 
spring from silence, where the voice of God is heard 
in the depths of the human heart? Click Here to 
Read More

The Lamb’s Supper 
By Scott Hahn

Of all things Catholic, there is 
nothing that is so familiar as the 
Mass. With its unchanging prayers, 
the Mass fits Catholics like their 
favorite clothes. Yet most Catholics 
sitting in the pews on Sundays 

fail to see the powerful supernatural drama that 
enfolds them. Pope John Paul II described the Mass 
as “Heaven on Earth,” explaining that what “we 
celebrate on Earth is a mysterious participation in the 
heavenly liturgy.”

The Lamb’s Supper reveals a long-lost secret of the 
Church: The early Christians’ key to understanding the 
mysteries of the Mass was the New Testament Book of 
Revelation. With its bizarre imagery, its mystic visions 
of heaven, and its end-of-time prophecies, Revelation 
mirrors the sacrifice and celebration of the Eucharist. 
Click Here to Read More

Editor’s Pick: Catholic Adult Faith  
Formation Online Video Series

Parousia 
By Mike Aquilina

Do yourself a huge favor and 
watch this hugely beneficial series. 
Created after the publishing of 
Scott Hahn’s The Lamb’s Supper, 
Parousia provides us with things 
that we as adult Catholics should know about how the 
Holy bible relates to the Mass, the most fundamental 
and routine thing that we should hold dear to our 
hearts. Where do we find the Mass in the Bible? What 
is the relationship between the two? In ten beautifully 
produced lessons, Parousia: The Bible and the Mass 
answers these questions and more.

In the latest video Bible study from the St. Paul 
Center, discover why the liturgy is a major theme that 
runs through the entire Bible, from Genesis to the 
Book of Revelations. We will not only look to the law, 
the Prophets, and life and teachings of Jesus, we’ll 
also lean on the Doctors of the Church to enhance 
our understanding of the Mass. We’ll see how the 
New Testament is concealed in the Old, the Old is 
revealed in the New, and why both point directly to the 
Mass, the sign of the Covenant. Join Scott Hahn to 
uncover how and why all of God’s action, in creation 
and redemption, is ordered to the Mass. Parousia 
is currently being offered for free. Please consider 
making a donation to the St. Paul Center after 
benefiting from it. Click Here to Read More

https://www.ignatius.com/Saint-Mary-Magdalene-P2370.aspx
https://www.catholiccompany.com/power-silence-against-dictatorship-noise-i123887/#
https://www.catholiccompany.com/lambs-supper-mass-as-heaven-earth-i714/
https://stpaulcenter.com/studies-tools/journey-through-scripture/parousia-the-bible-and-the-mass


~ 13 ~

There are many blessings, 

that each new Spring brings 

you can see it bloom about 

and hear the song it sings.

With winters bleakness over, 

and brighter days ahead 

comes promises of new life 

Springtime loves to spread.

As God unfolds the flowers, 

and their buds begin to show 

He sends to us the promise 

His care for us, we will know.

He sends us the robin song, 

with the promise to provide 

that under His mighty wing 

we have a place to hide.

He melts the snowy covers, 

and sends the refreshing rain 

sprinkling us with His grace 

to heal winter’s every pain.

God has given to all His Son, 

to shed upon us a new light 

and the real blessing of Spring 

is to keep Jesus in your sight!

Song of Solomon 2:11-12

“For, lo, the winter is past, the rain 

is over and gone; The flowers appear on 

the earth; the time of the singing of 

birds is come, and the voice of the 

turtle is heard in our land;”

Click here to explore more poems by Deborah Ann Belka

By Deborah Ann Belka
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The Blessings of Spring

https://poetrybydeborahann.wordpress.com/
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My brothers, what good is it to profess 

faith without practicing it? Can such faith 

save you? Suppose a brother or a sister 

is without clothes and daily food. If one of 

you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm 

and well fed,” but does nothing about their 

physical needs, what good is it? In the 

same way, faith by itself, if it is not accom-

panied by action, is dead.

 James 2:14-17

 For Catholic men, the Knights of 
Columbus provides opportunity to grow faith 
through the action of service to one’s family, 
parish and community .  

 Since the Founding of the Knights of 
Columbus in 1882 in New Haven, Connecticut 
by the Blessed Fr . Michael J McGivney and 
forty-five	Catholic	men	from	St.	Mary’s	Parish;	

the organization has grown to over 1 .4 million 
current members .   

 As James, who was the early leader of the 
Christian movement in Jerusalem, as well as 
either a cousin or close friend of Jesus growing 
up reminds us in the scripture passage above, we 
must live our faith and not be complacent with 
the idea that it is just about celebrating the Mass, 
receiving the Eucharist and being nice to people . 
Jesus was serious when He said “for whatever you 
have not done for the least of my people, you 
have not done for me .”  Basically, a life that is 
in commune with the Father, Son and Spirit is a 
life based in service to others .  

 This is why the Knights of Columbus is 
such a great opportunity to further establish 
and grow one’s faith based communal life . For 
fathers and grandfathers, it is an exceptional 
opportunity . If you are a Catholic man with 
small children to teenagers, you know that it 
is tough and can even be seemingly impossible 
to make the time to form your faith outside of 
spending an hour once per week celebrating 
the	Mass.	You	are	busy	and	it	can	be	difficult	
to	find	any	practicality	to	being	a	practical	
Catholic . The Knights of Columbus Councils 
at Holy Family and Saint Irene Parishes are 
comprised of men who are in the same exact 
stage of their lives, men who will be there and 
men who have survived and now enjoy the 
rewards of grandchildren .  

 Being a Catholic father in today’s society 
is	a	difficult	thing.	A	father	and	mother	are	
the head of the domestic church . They are the 

Fr. Bill and fellow Knights from the newly re-formed 
Concord Council 287 at Holy Family Parish greet 
donors at the Food and Clothing Drive in March.
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primary source for instilling the Catholic Faith 
and values in their children . The majority of 
what we and our children are exposed to on a 
daily basis promotes choices, ideas and life-
styles that go against who it is God wants us to 
be . By being a part of the Knights, men can 
find	support	from	other	Catholic	men	who	can	
relate to the life stages and concerns of other 
Knights . Advice and potential direction for not 
only being a dad, but being a Catholic Man who 
has	an	enormous	responsibility	to	fill	is	some-
thing	one	can	easily	seek	and	find.	Having	been	
there, Knights that are grandfathers play an 
integral part in the continued faith formation 
of their families and can be a source of insight 
for the younger generation into the how it can 
be done .  

 Through the Knights you can gain insights 
into growing the domestic church in the life of 
your family . Family prayer and faith formation 
programs and practices developed by the Church 
are available through our Councils . The Knights 
help you to form your Catholic faith through 
serving the growth of your family’s faith .

 Our parishes will soon abound with oppor-
tunity for men, women and their families to 
serve in a multitude of ways . Some Knights 
serve their parish through organizing and 
participating in programs and events . Others 
serve as lectors, ushers and eucharistic minis-
ters . Some are involved in youth faith forma-
tion	and	different	ministries.	By	building	the	
domestic church at home, there is a natural 
inclination to make the time to serve your 
parish and fellow parishioners by being able to 
more clearly re-order priorities .

 It is important to remember that the Knights 
are not the big time commitment that most men 
think it is prior to joining . It is an opportunity 
to decide what you have the time to do, want 

to	do	and	think	will	most	benefit	your	goals	
for faith, family, parish and community . While 
there	are	already	different	programs,	efforts	and	
opportunities our Knights Councils organize, 
ideas for new programs and projects, as well as 
ways to make what we already do better are always 
welcome and encouraged .

 From organizing and promoting food and 
clothing drives to volunteering at homeless 
shelters and pantries, serving our community is 

easily possible with the Knights . One of the great 
things about our community service programs is 
that family are more than welcome to be a part 
of it . The future of our church depends on the 
solid faith foundation of families now . By being 
an organization focused on family being a part of 
what it does, together we help make that future 
not only possible, but more brilliant .

Please check out the  
Knights of Columbus  

further by clicking here.

Bill Regan of Saint Irene Council, Robert Norton of 
Concord Council and members of the Lazarus House 
Ministries team finish up the Food and Clothing Drive 
at Saint Irene Parish.

https://cc-catholic.org/knights-of-columbus
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 This past Winter we started up our new Family 

Ministry! There has been much interest and 

excitement thus far and we look forward to the 

future. What have we been doing and what are the 

future plans? Keep reading and find out…

 As you can see from the pictures, we just 

had an Easter Egg Hunt which was our first 

event! Over 100 kids and parents participated 

and all 650 eggs were found! Hopefully one of 

these pictures made it into the Carlisle Mosquito 

Newspaper. We recently published our Special 

Events Calendar for the 2021-22 Year. Talk about 

variety, a small sampling of what we have planned 

includes: A Cow Tour at Great Brook Farm 

(yes you read that right), Mini Golf at Kimballs, 

Children’s Teaching Mass, Trunk or Treat, Couple’s 

Night Out, Christmas Party, and more.

 We had our first Faith Sharing Meeting on April 

8th. Such meetings take place from 7-8pm on the 

2nd and 4th Thursday of each month. Right now, 

meetings are by Zoom, however, when COVID 

abates we will have them in person with dessert…

yum. These meetings are a time of socializing, 

networking, and faith sharing. The book we will be 

using is “Do Something Beautiful for God” being 

made available to us through Dynamic Parish. 

Books are provided by the parishes and are yours 

to keep. Come and share, ask, or just listen. 

 As we have been saying, Family Ministry is 

more than just a group; it is a holistic platform 

to spread the love and comfort of Jesus and 

to provide for the families of the Concord and 

Carlisle Catholic Community. Family Ministry is 

integrated with everything we do at the parishes. 

Speaking of integrating, in the near future we 

are going to create a Facebook Page as a way 

for families to connect and network with each 

other. We also have enhanced the Family Ministry 

Section of the CC Catholic website; regular 

content and updates will be posted. So, did this 

get you interested? If so (hopefully so) email Fr. 

Bill at brobinson@cc-catholic.org and he will add 

you to the listserv. Happy Easter!
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April 2021
 Easter Egg Hunt

May 2021
 Cow Tour at Great Brook Farms

June 2021
 Outside Games (Cornhole, etc .)

July 2021
 Parish Picnic/BBQ at Great Brook Farm

August 2021
 Mini Golf at Kimball Farm

September 2021
 Backpack and Back-to-School Blessing at all Masses
 Apple Picking
 Fall Foliage Hike at Great Meadows

October 2021
 Pumpkin Picking at Clark Farm
 Trunk or Treat

November 2021
 Children’s Teaching Mass
 Bingo

December 2021
 Couple’s Day/Night Out (babysitting provided)
 Advent Wreath Making
 Parish Arts and Crafts Christmas Party with Santa

January 2022
 Epiphany Party
 Sledding/Snow Tubing at Nashoba Valley

February 2022
 Valentine’s Day Dinner
 Game Night

March 2022
 St . Patrick’s Day Event
 Lenten Crafts
 Children’s Stations of the Cross

April 2022
 Easter Egg Hunt
 Trivia Night

May 2022
 Tour of Clark Farm
 Outside Games (Cornhole, etc .)

June 2022
 Parent’s day/night out (while parishioners babysit)

July 2022
 Parish Picnic/BBQ at Great Brook Farm

Special Events Big Picture Calendar
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