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Upcoming Holy Days & Special Masses
Holy Thursday
APRIL 14
9:00 AM Morning Prayer - St. Irene, Carlisle
7:30 PM Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper - Holy Family,
Concord
Good Friday
APRIL 15
9:00 AM Morning Prayer - St. Irene, Carlisle
3:00 PM Stations of the Cross / Veneration Service - St. Irene,
Carlisle
7:30 PM Celebration of the Lord's Passion - Holy Family,
Concord
Holy Saturday
APRIL 16
9:00 AM Morning Prayer - St. Irene, Carlisle
8:00 PM Easter Vigil & Mass - Holy Family, Concord
Easter Sunday
APRIL 17
8:00 AM Easter Sunday - St. Irene, Carlisle
8:00 AM Easter Sunday - Holy Family, Concord
9:30 AM Easter Sunday - St. Irene, Carlisle
10:00 AM Easter Sunday - Holy Family, Concord
11:00 AM Easter Sunday - St. Irene, Carlisle
12:00 PM Easter Sunday - Holy Family, Concord

The Blessings of Spring
by Deborah Ann Belka

There are many blessings,
that each new Spring brings
you can see it bloom about
and hear the song it sings.
With winters bleakness over,
and brighter days ahead
comes promises of new life
Springtime loves to spread.
As God unfolds the flowers,
and their buds begin to show
He sends to us the promise
His care for us, we will know.
He sends us the robin song,
with the promise to provide
that under His mighty wing
we have a place to hide.
He melts the snowy covers,
and sends the refreshing rain
sprinkling us with His grace
to heal winter's every pain.
God has given to all His Son,
to shed upon us a new light
and the real blessing of Spring
is to keep Jesus in your sight!

It Takes Two

by Kevin Donnelly

I had the opportunity to sit down with Deacon Dean and Margaret Bulpett to simply
hear the story of when, how and why Dean was drawn to the diaconate and what life
as a member of the clergy for thirty-two years has taught him about the Church and
our Catholic faith. What I got was the telling of two lives lived as one through 63
years of marriage. Sixty-three years of love that has resulted in a large beautiful
family and countless hours of service to the Church, with the Saint Irene community
directly benefitting for the past twenty-seven years.
This story begins with six-year-old Dean Bulpett waiting on his friends every
Saturday afternoon to return from confession at Sacred Heart Parish in Malden so
they could run around and play. Dean grew up in a secular home. Time and
attention were not given to church, faith or religion. However, even at that young
age there was something about Christianity that drew Dean in. The idea of God,
Jesus and how things came to be and why; fascinated Dean. He knew he needed to
get closer to God in order to figure it all out.
A curious mind and a sense that God is behind everything good in this world are two
things that Dean has always had. He has always sought the opportunity of discovery.
Whether a tiny living creature he could look at with his magnifying glass, a grand
display of nature or the mechanics of how something man made works. A sense of
curiosity and God’s presence in it was something that established a connection
between the divine and the world around him.
Dean wanted to pursue being Christian, in fact he wanted to be Catholic like his
friends. At such a young age and without the direct support of his parents, he
needed an alternate plan just to get his foot in the door of God’s house.
He attended Sunday school and then Sunday service
each week at the Baptist church two blocks from
their house. He immediately loved it. Two years
later as soon as he was old enough, he joined
the choir at age eight.
At age 14 the family moved from Malden to
Stoneham and Dean continued with the
Baptists there. While being a part of that
Christian community held much for him,

the next four years would continue to draw Dean to where he truly belonged. His
desire to become Catholic grew and it took meeting the love of his life to solidify the
need he had so gently been directed to see since age six.
In 1955 at age 18 he met Margaret, a cradle and devout Catholic. They married soon
after and Dean joined the Air Force. It was at that point that Dean’s journey to
become Catholic accelerated. At age 21 after many weeks and hours of preparation
with the Catholic chaplain on the Air Force base in Blytheville, Arkansas, Dean was
baptized into the Church.Shortly after he received the Eucharist and was Confirmed.
Like any good freshly minted and married Catholic couple in those days, the children
began to arrive quickly. They moved to Illinois with a couple of kids in tow and Dean
began his career in the field of atmospheric science with the Airforce. In fact, he
operated the first reliable ground-based weather radar systems which had been
created by MIT. Prior to that, all weather radar was attached to the belly of B-29
planes to see clouds and weather systems, as well as to see through them.
After leaving the Air Force, Dean and Margaret returned to Massachusetts and settled
in Stoneham once again to round out their family with the birth of their youngest two
children, making for a total of six. Dean began the next stage of his professional life in
the Aerospace sciences field and ended up landing at British Aerospace Systems
while Margaret continued to work in the hospitality industry. Both sharing the duties
of a very busy family life.
It was in 1978 that Dean noticed his initial calling to join the clergy. Bob Turner, who
was a friend and deacon at their parish in Stoneham, inspired Dean to consider
pursuing the diaconate.
This consideration took a few years, but in 1984...
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Organizing locally, Vincentians witness God’s love by embracing
all works of charity and justice. The Society collaborates with
other people of good will in relieving need and addressing its
causes, making no distinction in those served, because in them
Vincentians see the face of Christ.

What is the essence of Saint Vincent de Paul
and the Society that bears his name?

People will often tell us that they’ve heard of The Society of Saint Vincent de
Paul but don’t know much about our patron saint or what we do. That
makes sense because we operate very quietly in the background but they
are shocked to find out that we have over 800,000 members operating in
150 countries.
Vincent de Paul’s Change in Direction
It was the deathbed confession of a servant that opened Vincent de Paul’s
eyes to the crying spiritual needs of the peasantry of France in the early
1600s. This was a crucial moment in the life of a priest with little more
ambition than to have a comfortable life.
Soon thereafter, Vincent began working among poor tenant farmers and
country people followed by the galley-slaves in Paris. He
later returned to the country to be head of what is now
known as the Congregation of the Mission, or the
Vincentians.
Later, Vincent established confraternities of charity
for the spiritual and physical relief of the poor and
sick of each parish and then, with the help of
Saint Louise de Marillac, came the Daughters
of Charity. He also founded several hospitals,
collected relief funds for victims of war and
ransomed over 1,200 galley slaves from North
Africa.

Most remarkably, Vincent was by temperament a very irascible and angry
person. He said that except for the grace of God he would have been “hard
and repulsive, rough and cross.” But he became a tender and affectionate
man, very sensitive to the needs of others through prayer and charitable
reflection.
Vincent de Paul died in Paris on September 27, 1660 and was canonized in
1737. Pope Leo XIII made him the patron saint of all works of charities. It
should be noted that The Society of St. Vincent de Paul was not founded by
Vincent but rather by fellow Parisian and admirer, Blessed Frederic Ozanam,
in 1833, at the age of 20!
The Vision and Structure of Frederic Ozanam
Standing on the shoulders of St. Vincent, and with able assistance from his
fellow scholars and Blessed Rosalie Rendu of the Daughters of Charity,
Ozanam created a spiritual and organizational framework that we largely
follow today. His enlightened guidance included:
1. The insistence that charity be extended to non-Catholics and to other
countries, at the time an unusual belief.
2. That Vincentians join The Society with the purpose of growing in their
own faith and holiness, first and foremost.
3. The mission that we visit our neighbors in their
homes to make it easier on them and to fully
understand their needs.
“The saints were out of their minds when it
came to love. Their love was limitless,
embracing God, humanity, nature…and so, my
dear friend, are we not going to do anything
to become like those saints whom we love?”
- Frederic Ozanam

Fast-forward to Concord and Carlisle, 2022
Unless you are a historian or fan of Les Miserables which was written around
1830, it is hard to imagine the abject poverty and living conditions endured by
the Parisian poor and galley-slaves.
However, the need for financial and spiritual assistance is surprisingly great in
our affluent towns but it is largely unseen. There are more people and families
than you know who cannot keep up with rising costs, have unexpected medical
expenses, have lost jobs/careers due to Covid or lack a safety net in the event
of a serious emergency. We typically help 50-75 households each year with the
following types of needs:
• Paid rent and found a retraining program for a family member who lost his
job.
• Paid an unexpected large auto repair bill, allowing a person to continue to
be able to commute and go to work.
• Assisted a family by paying home heating bills and helping with budgeting.
• Provided holiday meals and grocery gift cards for a domestic violence
survivor until she was able to financially support herself.
• Purchased holiday gifts for the children of a family when the primary
caregiver passed away.
• Helped a first-generation college student with college entry expenses, a
laptop, filling out applications, and finding a summer job.
Please reach out to us if you need financial assistance like this to “keep going”
or can lend a hand to a fellow neighbor in need. In the spirit of our patron,
St. Vincent de Paul, that’s why we’re here.
“So, our vocation is to go...to set people’s hearts on fire, to do what
the Son of God did. He came to set the world on fire in order to inflame
it with his love.”
- Vincent de Paul

svdpconcordcarlisle.org

info@svdpconcordcarlisle.org
978-369-7442 ext 229
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St. Joseph: The Model of Manhood
Author: Sam Guzman

St. Joseph was an ordinary sort of man on whom God relied to
do great things. He did exactly what the Lord wanted him to do,
in each and every event that went to make up his life.
– St. Josemaria Escriva
Recently, I have been growing in devotion to St. Joseph, the husband of Mary and
foster father of Jesus. St. Joseph is the model for every man. But, you might say, we
know so little about him! How can we imitate a man we barely know? Actually, we
know more about St. Joseph than you might think. Here are five attributes of St.
Joseph that every man can imitate.
1. St. Joseph was a righteous man – Scripture refers to Joseph as a “righteous”
man (Matthew 1:19). In other words, he was a holy and devout Jew who fulfilled the
two greatest commandments— he loved the Lord his God with all his heart and
strength, and he loved his neighbor as himself. He was also a man of prayer who
knew the Psalms and the Mosaic Law inside and out, and, like all devout Jews, he
prayed at least 3 times daily. He fulfilled all that was required of him with a humble
heart of worship, not legalism. Unlike the Pharisees, he understood the spirit as well
as the letter of the law.
As Catholics, we can imitate St. Joseph by giving God the first place in
our lives and by loving our neighbor selflessly. We can
fulfill the commandments of Holy Mother Church without
grumbling or complaining. After all, the law of the Church
is incredibly easy to fulfill, especially in comparison to the
Mosaic law. We should be men of prayer, reading
Scripture and sanctifying each day with prayer.
2. St. Joseph loved Jesus – Joseph was entrusted with
the care of Jesus, the Son of God. While this is an
awe-inspiring thought, his encounters with Jesus
were those of a normal father. He held Jesus lovingly
in the stable at Bethlehem. He helped him learn to
walk.

When Jesus hurt himself (as all little boys do), he comforted him. They prayed
together, they talked together, they spent many long hours in the shop together
working with their hands.
In short, St. Joseph had the deep love a father for Jesus. If you’ve ever had children,
you know the kind of love I’m talking about. And guess what? Jesus loved St. Joseph,
and he loves you and I with all the fiery intensity of Divine Love. We can imitate St.
Joseph by loving Jesus fervently and by giving our lives to him.
3. St. Joseph loved Mary – Imagine being married to the perfect woman. You could
say, “My wife is the Queen of the Universe” with a straight face. In one sense, it must
have been the most humbling job ever given to a man. In another sense, though,
Joseph loved Mary devotedly as his wife— because that’s exactly what she was. He
would have died to protect her honor. When she was distraught, he comforted her.
When she was tired, she leaned on him. He patiently listened to her and he worked
long hours to provide for her. He was the best husband to the greatest woman who
ever lived.
Every man should have a devotion to Mary (I will write more on this in the future). She
is our mother and our Queen. Let’s love her, protect her honor, and give ourselves to
her like St. Joseph did.
4. St. Joseph embraced work – St. Joseph is known “the worker.” He worked so
hard that work is forever identified with his name. He wasn’t a lazy procrastinator,
and he didn’t idolize comfort and ease as we so often do. He labored with his hands
to provide for his wife and Son, and no task was too insignificant for him. He poured
his body and soul into his daily duties, and this work was an act of worship and
prayer.
As men, we are called to embrace our work like St. Joseph, no matter how mundane
it may be. Whether we are business professionals, in the military, craftsman, graphic
designers, professors, writers, or anything else we can glorify God with the labor of
our minds and bodies.

Click here to finish reading article...

Don't trade it, donate it.
Be the reason someone can turn it all around.

Click to
Learn More

svdpconcordcarlisle.org/car-donations

